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A N D M E M B ERS 


OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  25th  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  for 
the  year  1947. 

The  population  has  increased  according  to  the  Registrar- 
General’s  estimate  by  650,  and  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  births,  with  an  increase  in  the  birth  rate.  Deaths, 
however,  show  an  increase  and  so  also  does  the  death  rate.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  shown  a marked  increase  and  is 
above  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  in  Public  Health  has 
been  the  total  absence  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year,  and  no 
doubt  the  campaign  of  immunisation  is  having  its  effect. 

During  the  year,  three  extra  welfare  clinics  were  opened, 
and  the  continued  increase  in  attendances  at  these  clinics  shows 
that  they  are  serving  a very  useful  purpose. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  I had  to  undergo 
two  major  operations,  and  this  was  followed  by  a prolonged  con- 
valescence. I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  together  with 
officials  for  their  sympathy  with  me  during  my  illness. 

I need  hardly  refer  once  again  to  the  excellent  work  carried 
out  by  the  sanitary,  nursing  and  clerical  staff  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  EDWARDS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


m 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman — Alderman  Cyril  O.  Jones,  B.A. 
Vice-Chairman— CoimcAWor  William  Morris. 


Alderman  Aston. 

Alderman  Blew. 

Alderman  Breese. 

Alderman  Dutton. 

Alderman  Emyr  Williams. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Challoner. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Ianda  Davies.  Councillor  Thomas. 

Councillor  ].  A.  Davies.  Councillor  Wallis. 

Councillor  Edward  Davies. 

His  Worship  The  Mayor  (Councillor  Mrs.  Catherine  Jones). 


Councillor  EdDWARD  Jones. 
Councillor  W.  H.  Evans. 
Councillor  Fitzpatrick. 
Councillor  E.  S.  E.  Hackett. 
Councillor  McMahon. 
Councillor  Stabler. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
COMMITTEE  . 

Chairman — Alderman  Cyril  O.  Jones,  B.A. 
Vice-Chairman — His  Worship  the  Mayor 
(Councillor  Mrs.  Catherine  Jones). 


The  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  with  the  following 
co-opted  Members  : — 

Mrs.  Burrows.  Mrs.  Taylor. 

Mrs.  Griffiths.  Mrs.  Emyr  Williams. 

Mrs.  Cyril  Jones.  Mrs.  Wolfenden. 

Mrs.  Eric  Jones.  Mrs.  Manford  Jones  \ Consulta- 

Dr.  R.  S.  Brock  / tive. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,916 

Population  (mid  1947)  (Registrar-General’s  estimate)  . . 28,450 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  (1st  April,  1948)  . . ;fl65,776 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . . . £643 

Corporation  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 2,342 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  . . . . 28,450  (Mid  1947). 

(Registrar-General’s  estimate). 


Births. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate)  . . 
Live  Births  (Illegitimate)  . . 


M.  F.  Total. 

327  . . 297  . . 624 

22  . . 25  . . 47 


Totals  . . 349  . . 322  . . 671 


Birth  Rate  . . 


. . 23.6  England  and  Wales  . . 20.5 
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Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

6 .. 
2 .. 


F.  Total, 
9 ..  15 

2 ..  4 


Totals  ..  8 ..  11  ..  19 


Rate  of  Stillbirths  per  1,000  population..  ..  ..  0.67 

Rate  of  Stillbirths  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales)  0.50 

Rate  of  Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . 27.5 


Deaths. 


Death  Rate 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

214 

168 

382 

13.4 

England  & Wales 

..  12.0 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 
1.  From  Sepsis  ..  ..  ..  ..  — 

. 2.  From  other  causes  . . . . . . — 

Nil. 


RATE  PER  1,000 

Puerperal  Causes 
Other  Causes  . . 


TOTAL  (Live 
Wrexham. 
0.0 
0.0 


and  Still)  BIRTHS. 
England  & Wales. 

. . 0.26 
0.91 


Totals  ..  0.0  ..  1.17 


Infantile  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  Infants 
Males. 

Legitimate  . . 22.0 

Illegitimate  . . 2 


Totals  . . 24 


under  one  year  of  age). 

Females.  Total. 

11  ..  33 

1 ..  3 


12  . . 36 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

Legitimate  . . . . . . . . 52.9 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . 63.8 


Total  . . 


53.6 
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Legitimate  Male  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  male 

legitimate  births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 67.3 

Legitimate  Female  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

female  legitimate  births..  ..  ..  ..  ..  37.0 

Illegitimate  Male  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  male 

illegitimate  births  . . . . . . . . . . 90.9 

Illegitimate  Female  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

female  illegitimate  births  . . . . . . . . 40.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  4 

Births. 

During  the  year  there  were  671  live  births,  of  which  349 
were  males  and  322  females.  The  total  number  is  an  increase  of 
94  over  1946.  Of  these  births,  624  were  legitimate  and  47  were 
illegitimate.  The  legitimate  births  have  increased  by  110  and 
the  illegitimate  births  have  decreased  by  16. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  previous  years  and  for  1946  was  as 
follows  : — 


1938 

. . 16.9 

1943  . . 

. . 20.8 

1939 

..  11.4 

1944  . . 

. . 20.3 

1940 

. . 17.0 

1945  . . 

. . 19.98 

1941 

. . 16.8 

1946  . . 

. . 20.8 

1942 

..  17.5 

1947  . . 

. . 23.6 

Survival  Rate. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  is  289,  making  a Survival 
Rate  of  10.16  per  thousand  population. 

Stillbirths. 

During  the  year,  there  were  19  Stillbirths.  Of  these  8 were 
males  and  11  females,  2 males  and  2 females  being  illegitimate. 

The  rate  is  0.67  per  thousand  population  as  compared  with 
0.50  for  England  and  Wales.  The  rate  of  stillbirths  per  thousand 
live  and  stillbirths  is  27.5  as  compared  with  36.7  for  1946. 

Deaths. 

During  the  year,  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as 
having  occurred  in  the  Borough  was  703.  From  this  number, 
352  persons  who  were  non-resident  must  be  deducted,  but  31 
Borough  residents  who  died  outside  the  Borough  have  to  be 
added.  This  makes  a total  number  of  deaths  in  respect  of  the 
Borough  of  382  as  compared  with  351  in  1946. 

Death  Rate. 

Taking  the  figure  of  382  as  representing  the  actual  number  of 
deaths,  this  gives  a death  rate  of  13.4  as  compared  with  12,6  in 
1946. 
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The  death  rate  for  the  previous  years  and  the  year  1947  is  as 
follows  : — 


1. 

1938  ..  ..  15.5  1943  .. 

1939  ..  ..  15.5  1944  .. 

1940  ..  ..  15.2  1945  .. 

1941  ..  ..  13.8  1946  .. 

1942  ..  ..  17.5  1947  .. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  : — 

Causes.  Male.  Female 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers  — . . — 

13.6 

12.5 
13.1 

12.6 
13.4 

Total. 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

. . — 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

10 

3 

13 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis.. 

1 

. . — 

1 

8. 

Syphilis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Cancer 

36 

..  26 

..  62 

13. 

Diabetes  . . 

— 

1 

1 

14.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage.. 

20 

..  24 

..  44 

15. 

Heart  Disease  . . 

59 

53 

. . 112 

16. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

6 

12 

17. 

Bronchitis 

16 

8 

24 

18. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . . 

11 

11 

. . 22 

19. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

20. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

— 

3 

21. 

Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

4 

22. 

Appendicitii 

1 

1 

..  ■ 2 

23. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

5 

8 

21. 

Nephritis.. 

6 

3 

9 

25. 

Puerperal  & Post-abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

26: 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Premature  Births 

8 

5 

13 

28. 

Congenital  Causes 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Suicide  . . 

2 

— ■ 

2 

30. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

6 

5 

11 

32. 

All  Other  Causes 

19 

13 

..  32 

Totals  . . 

214 

. . 168 

. . 382 
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Cancer. 

During  the  year,  there  were  62  deaths,  36  being  males  and 
26  females.  The  number  for  the  previous  year  was  53  so  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  9 cases.  The  ratio  of  Cancer  deaths 
to  total  deaths  is  1 : 7.2  as  compared  with  1 : 6.6  in  1947.  Deaths 
from  Cancer  amount  to  14.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Heart  Disease. 

Heart  Disease  was  responsible  for  112  deaths  as  compared 
with  101  in  1946.  Of  these  deaths,  there  was  a slight  increase  in 
the  female  deaths  but  a larger  increase  in  the  male  deaths.  The 
total  number  represents  29.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Intra-Cranial  Haemorrhage. 

Forty-four  deaths  occurred  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  as 
compared  with  50  in  1946. 

Pulmomary  Causes. 

There  were  24  deaths  from  Bronchitis  as  compared  with  26 
in  1946.  Deaths  from  Bronchitis  represent  6.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  deaths.  Deaths  from  Pneumonia  h^ve  increased  from  13 
to  22  and  represent  5.5  of  the  total  deaths.  From  all  non-tuber- 
culous  pulmonary  causes,  47  persons  died  or  12.3  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  13  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  or  3.4  per  cent.,  making  the  total  pul- 
monary deaths  from  all  causes,  60,  namely  38  males  and  22  fe- 
males, or  15.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  was 
36  as  compared  with  23  for  1946.  Of  these,  33  w^ere  legitimate 
and  3 illegitimate.  Twenty-four  were  males,  of  wdiich  22  were 
legitimate  and  12  females,  11  being  legitimate. 

The  causes  of  death  are  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — • 


Prematurity  . . . . . . . . 13 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . 7 

Congenital  Causes  . . . . . . 5 

Marasmus  . . . . . . . . — 

Convulsions  . . . . . . . . 2 

Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting  . . . . — 

Gastro-enteritis.  . ..  ..  ..  4 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  causes  . . . . . . . . 4 


Total  , . . 36 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  R A T E . 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  53.6  as  compared  with  41.0  for 
England  and  Wales.  In  looking  at  the  differential  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate,  it  would  appear  that  the  highest  rate  is  in  respect 
of  illegitimate  males  which  reaches  the  high  rate  of  90.9  per 
thousand  illegitimate  births.  The  total  illegitimate  infantile 
mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  births  is  63.8. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  of  the  36  deaths,  13  were  due  to  pre- 
maturity and  prematurity  with  congenital  causes  were  responsible 
for  18  cases  out  of  36.  A report  on  each  death  is  included  in  the 
normal  quarterly  report  to  the  Health  Committee. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes  during  the  year. 

NOTI  PI  ABLE  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  373  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  as  against  436  in  1946  and  607  in 
1945.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  to  31  as  compared  with  13  in  1946.  There  were  no 
cases  of  Diphtheria  as  compared  with  9 in  1946  and  21  in  1945 
Three  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  were  notified,  one  of 
these  being  an  observation  case.  The  Pneumonia  cases  have  in- 
creased from  59  to  69  and  resulted  in  22  deaths.  Measles  notifica- 
tions have  decreased  to  220  as  compared  with  302  in  1946  and  402 
in  1945.  Whooping  Cough  notifications  have  diminished  to  33 
as  compared  with  43  in  1946  and  53  in  1945. 

Of  all  the  notifiable  diseases,  36  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
Fever  Hospital.  Certain  other  cases  of  a non-inf ectious  character 
were  also  admitted  to  the  Fever  Hospital  in  error,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  admissions  to  48.  This  figure  included  8 cases  of 
tonsillitis. 

Of  the  notifiable  diseases  22  cases  died  from  Pneumonia. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Cerebro- 
spinal Fever  or  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

(Excluding  Tuberculosis). 


Diseases. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 
Deaths  ^ 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

28 

— 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 
Fevers  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

69 

— 

22 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 .. 

— 

C.S.F 

3 

3 

— 

Poliomyelitis . . 

6 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

. . 220 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

33 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Leth- 
argica 

1 

. . " 1 

— 

Totals 

. . 373 

37 

22 

FEVER  HOSPITAL  STATEMENT  FOR  1947— 
BOROUGH  CASES. 

Remaining  in  Hospital  31st  December,  1946 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . 2 

Admitted  to  Hospital  during  the  year  1947 


Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . 28 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . — 

Tonsillitis  . . . . . . . . 8 

C.S.F.  ..  3 

Erysipelas  . . ....  . . 2 

Measles  . . . . . . - . . . . 1 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . 1 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Others  . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Totals  . . 48 
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Discharged  during  the  year  1947  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Diphtheria 
Tonsillitis 
C.S.F.  . , 

Erysipelas 
Measles  . . 

Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 
Others  . . 


27 

8 

3 
2 

1 

1 

1 

4 


Totals  . . 47 

Remaining  in  Hospital  31st  December,  1947 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . 3 

Deaths  in  Hospital Nil. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  9 for  1946. 

The  following  table  shows  the  diphtheria  incidence  in  the 
Borough  during  the  years  1937 — 1947  : — 


D 1 PI 

WTHE 

;ria  inci 

D E NC 

E— 1 9 3 7-1 

947. 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

No. 

Year, 

No.  of 

per  1,000 

No.  of 

per  1,000 

Immun- 

Cases. 

Population. 

Deaths. 

Population. 

ised. 

1937  . . 

177 

..  6.9 

15 

. . 0.59 

64 

1938  . . 

74 

. . 2.8 

8 

. . 0.3 

148 

1939  . . 

69 

. . 2.7 

7 

. . 0.27 

47 

1940  . . 

111 

. . 3.9 

5 

..  0.18 

35 

1941  .. 

106 

. . 3.7 

1 

. . 0.03 

427 

1942  . . 

60 

..  2.1 

3 

..  0.10 

..  1,449 

1943  . . 

42 

1.5 

1 

. . 0.04 

..  1,003 

1944  . . 

41 

1.6 

— 

. . 0.0 

211 

1945  . . 

21 

. . 0.8 

— 

..  0.0 

418 

1946  . . 

9 

. . 0.3 

— 

..  0.0 

774 

1947  . . 

— 

. . 0.0 

— 

..  0.0 

609 

Totals  . 

. 710 

. . 

40 

. . 5,185 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  609  cases  under  the  age  of  15  were 
immunised.  Of  these,  409  were  children  below  the  age  of  5 and 
200  were  children  of  school  age  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15.  In 
addition,  207  children  who  were  immunised  more  than  five  years 
ago  received  re-inforcing  doses. 
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During  the  last  few  years  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  has  been 
remarkably  reduced  and  during  1947  no  cases  occurred.  This 
could  be  compared  with  177  cases  in  1937. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirty-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  13  in  1946  and  39  in  1945.  Of  these,  28  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
Once  again  the  type  of  infection  was  a very  mild  one.  The  case 
rate  per  thousand  population  is  1.12  compared  with  1.37  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Measles. 

220  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  302  in  1946  and  the 
case  rate  is  7.7  per  thousand  population  as  compared  with  9.41  for 
England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  infection 
during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. 

33  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  43  in  1946.  The  case 
rate  per  thousand  population  was  1.16  as  compared  with  1.5  in 
1946  and  2.22  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths 
during  the  year. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Four  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  2 in  1946.  The  case  rate  is  0.14  per 
thousand  population  as  compared  with  0.07  in  1946  and  0.05  for 
Erigrand  and  Wales. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

Erysipelas. 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  2 
in  1946.  The  case  rate  per  thousand  population  is  0.18  as  com- 
pared with  0.19  for  England  and  Wales. 

Pneumonia. 

69  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  59 
in  1946.  The  case  rate  per  thousand  population  is  2.4  as  com- 
pared with  0.79  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  these  18  cases  were 
under  the  age  of  two  years  and  31  under  the  age  of  five  years.  17 
of  the  cases  were  over  the  age  of  45  and  10  cases  occurred  in  the 
school  age  group  between  five  and  fifteen.  There  were  22  deaths 
during  the  year  as  compased  with  13  in  1946. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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VACCINATION  STATISTICS. 


Number  successfully  vaccinated 

..  ■ 118 

Insusceptible-  . . 

— 

Number  had  Smallpox 

— 

Conscientious  Objectors 

..  280 

Died  unvaccinated 

40 

Postponed  by  medical  certificate  . . 

90 

Removed 

149 

Unaccounted  for 

. . 276 

"-Note. — These  figures  include  part  of  the  Rural  District  as  separate 
figures  for  the  Borough  are  not  available. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
2 in  1946. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Thirty  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year.  18  of  these  were  males  and  12  females.  Of  the  18  males, 
6 were  between  the  ages  of  45  and  55,  and  4 between  the  ages  of 
one  and  5 years.  Of  the  12  female  cases,  6 were  between  25  and 
35.  In  addition  to  these,  there  were  four  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  three  being  male  and  one  female.  There  were  13 
.deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  10  being  males,  and  one 
._deat]i  Jrom  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 

(Arranged  according  to  Age). 


Age  Periods. 


vO— 1 
1—5 
5—10 
10-15'- 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35 — 45 
45 — 55 
^55—65 
65  plus 


Totals 


M. 


NEW  CASES. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


. . 4 



1 



1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

' 3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

1 

..  2 

..  6 

1 





• • 

___ 

18 


12 


13 


# 


notIfiabl#  infect  I ous  diseases 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(Arranged  according  to  Age). 

' Under  1 2 3 4 5 10  15  20  35  45  65  Total 

Disease  1 to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  plus 

' . Year.  2 3 4 5 10  15  20  35  45  65 

Diphtheria  ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . — . — ..  — ..  1..  — ..10.  .15..  2..  2..  — ..  1.. — ..  31 

Pneumonia  ..  11..  7..  5..  5..  3. .10..  — ..  — ..  5..  6. .12..  5..  69 


Erysipelas  ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ••  — ..  1..  — ••  — ..  2..  2..  — ..  5 

C.S.F 2..  — ..  — ..  1..  — ..  3 

Poliomyelitis  ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — ..  1..  — ..  2..  2..  — ..  — ..  — ..  6 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — ..  1 

Dysentery  ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  1..  1..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  2..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  2 


Measles  ..  17.  .23.  .21 . .28.  .32.  .53. . 19. . 14. . 9..  2..  2..  — ..  220 
Whooping  Cough  7..  2..  8..  10..  3..  3..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  — ..  33 

Totals  ..  37. .32. .34. .45. .38. .78. .35. .21 .. 19. . 10. . 19. . 5..  373 


On  examining  the  above  table,  it  will  be  noticed  that  of  the 
373  cases,  78  were  between  the  ages  of  5 and  10  and  of  these  53 
were  Measles. 

There  were  186  cases  of  infectious  disease  under  the  age  of 
five  years,  and  of  these  37  were  below  the  age  of  one  year.  This 
number  included  11  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  17  cases  of  Measles. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  under  the  age  of  five,  there  was  only 
one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Number  of  mothers  with  Babies  attending  the 


Maternity  Centre  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,185 

Total  attendance  of  Mothers  with  Babies  . . . . 9,794 

Average  sessional  attendance  (per  baby)  . . . . - 8.  3 

Average  sessional  attendance  . , . . . . . . 96.  0 

Number  of  Medical  Consultations  ..  ..  ..  1,558 

Ante-natal  Cases  . . . . ....  " . . 387 

Ante-natal  attendances  ..  ..  ..  . . 1,502 

Post-natal_ cases. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 

Post-natal  attendances.,  ,.  ,.  ..  12 


m 
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From  the  above  table,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of 
mothers  with  babies  attending  the  Centre  has  reached  the  figure 
of  1,185  as  compared  with  1,104  in  1946.  The  total  attendance  of 
mothers  with  babies  was  9,794  as  compared  with  9,172  in  1946. 
The  average  sessional  attendance  was  96.0  as  compared  with 
91.7  in  1946.  The  number  of  medical  consultations  continued  to 
rise  and  amounted  to  1,558  as  compared  with  1,301  in  1946. 
The  number  of  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  also 
increased  during  the  year  from  329  in  1946  to  387  in  1947. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  three  subsidiary  clinics 
were  established  in  Garden  Village,  Queen’s  Park  and  Hightown. 
These  were  opened  with  a view  of  relieving  the  w’ork  done  at  the 
main  clinic  at  l,Grosvenor  Road, where  the  attendances  were  often 
excessive  and  at  times  reached  the  figure  of  180  in  a single  session. 

These  clinics  have  justified  their  existence  in  that  the  attend- 
ances at  each  clinic  are  definitely  on  the  increase.  There  has  also 
been  some  relief  at  1 , Grosvenor  Road,  even  though  the  Wednesday 
session  still  appears  to  be  a popular  one  judging  by  the  number  of 
mothers  and  babies  who  attend. 

Arrangements  are  made  at  the  clinics  as  well  as  at  the  main 
clinic  for  the  distribution  of  vitamins  and  dried  milk.  At  1, 
Grosvenor  Road,  these  are  distributed  by  the  Food  Office  staff, 
but  arrangements  have  been  made  with  voluntary  workers  for  the 
distribution  at  the  subsidiary  clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  during 


the  year  by  the  Health  Visitors  : — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers  . . . . First  Visits  . . 102 

Total  Visits  . . 287 

(b)  To  cnildren  under  1 year  of  age  . . First  Visits  . . 527 

Total  Visits  . . 2,053 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 


Total  Visits  . . 5,685 


Number  of  Babies  Notified  to  M.O.  (as  adjusted  by  trans- 
ferred notifications). 

No.  of  Births  notified  . . . . . . . . . . 692 

Males  358 

Females  . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 334 

No.  of  Illegitimate  Babies  . . . . . . . . 47 

No.  of  Stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

No.  of  Babies  dying  within  a few  hours  ..  ..  16 

Number  of  Deaths  under  twelve  months  ..  ..  36 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  . . . . , . . . 52.^ 
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Health  Visitors  Work  at  Homes  and  Centre. 

Number  of  Breastfed  Babies  during  first  visit  . . 564 

No.  of  bottlefed  babies  during  first  visit  ..  ..  100 

Number  of  Twins  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Number  of  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  at  Centre  . . 102'1 
Number  Of  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  at  Subsidiary  J^123 
Clinics  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 J 


Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

During  the  year,  31  babies  weighing  5 Jibs,  or  less  were 
notified  to  us  and  use  was  made  of  the  special  equipment  which 
has  been  obtained  in  relation  to  Circular  20/44.  This  equipment 
is  issued  on  loan  to  midwives  and  returned  to  the  Clinic.  Fifteen 
premature  babies  were  born  at  home  and  16  in  hospital.  Of  those 
born  at  home,  one  died  during  the  first  24  hours  and  10  survived 
at  the  end  of  one  month.  Of  those  born  in  hospital,  3 died  in  the 
first  24  hours  and  10  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Maternity  Homes. 

During  the  year,  maternity  cases  were  admitted  at  first  t® 
Croesnewydd  Hospital,  Gladwyn  Maternity  Home  and  Ruabon 
Maternity  Home,  the  latter  being  for  complicated  cases.  The 
Gladwyn  and  Ruabon  Homes  were  dispensed  with  during  the  year, 
and  a new  Maternity  Home  was  opened  at  Trevalyn  by  the 
Minister  of  Health. 

During  the  year,  101  cases  were  dealt  with  at  Croesnewydd 
Hospital,  where  maternity  cases  are  still  being  admitted,  35  cases 
at  Gladwyn,  10  at  Ruabon  and  77  at  Trevalyn,  making  a gross 
total  of  233  cases. 

Home  Help  Scheme, 

Provision  is  made  for  home  helps  in  cases  of  confinement,  and 
these  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Department  and  are  reported 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee.  Twenty- 
four  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Domestic  Help  Scheme. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  domestic  helps  in  cases  of  illness, 
and  eight  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Infant  Life  Protection  (Children  and  Young  Persons  Actj. 

The  duties  under  this  Act  are  carried  out  by  the  two  Health 
Visitors.  There  are,  however,  no  cases  to  be  kept  under  observa- 
tion at  the  present  time. 
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Adoption  of  Children  (Section- 7 . of  ■,  the^  Adoption  of  r.Ghil^dcen  r?: 
Regulation)  Act,  1939.  ' - 

{a)  Number  of  Persons  who  gave  notice  under  Section  7 (3) 

during  the  year  . . . . . . . . / 2 

[h)  Total  number  of  children  in  respect  of  whom  notice 

was  given  under  Section  7 (3)  during  the  year  . . 2 

(c)  Number  of  Children  under  Section  7 (3)  : — 

1 . Under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 1 

2.  Who  died  during  the  year  . . . . . . — 

3.  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year. . — 

(d)  Proceedings  taken  during  the  year  . . . . . . Nil. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  for  treatment  and  examination  of  children 
suffering  from  Orthopaedic  defects  until  they  reach  the  age  of 
five  remain  as  in  previous  years.  Such  cases  are  referred  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Clinic,  16,  Grosvenor  Road,  where  they  are  examined 
by  the  Specialist  personnel  of  the  Robert  Jones  and  Dame  Agnes 
Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oswestry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  under  the 
age  of  five  years  treated  during  the  year  : — 


Admitted  Discharged 


On  hooks 

During 

Total 

during 

On  books 

Attend- 

1/1/47. 

1947. 

Treated. 

1947. 

31/12/47. 

ances. 

55  . 

. 21 

. . 76 

. . 43  . 

. 33  . 

159 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

This  Laboratory  has  been  established  to  help  local  authorities 
throughout  the  country  in  their  investigation  of  Infectious 
Disease,  Milk  and  Water  Supplies  in  relation  to  Infectious  Disease. 

Contributions  are  paid  by  the  Borough,  and  the  Laboratory 
provides  all  services  free  of  charge  as  may  be  required.  It  also 
supplies  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Material.  Bacteriological  ex- 
amination of  Water  Samples  are  undertaken,  but  any  chemical 
work  and  milk  supplies  are  examined  only  in  reference  to  out- 
breaks of  suspected  infectious  disease,  and  not  as  a-  routine 
measure. 

Plas  Maelor  Emergency  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  has  a laboratory  in  which  , milk  samples  are 
examined.  Certain  pathological  work  is  also  undertaken  chiefly 
in  reference  to  the  Emergency  Hospital  and  Isolation  Hospital.  . 
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The  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial  Hospital.  > 

The  Pathological  Department  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital 
is  used  in  reference  to  sampling  of  milk  under  the  administration 
of  Dr.  Grace,  of  Chester. 

Samples  of  milk  are  continually  being  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
in  Rhosymedre  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
Samples  are  also  sent  for  chemical  analysis  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
Mr.  Lowe,  of  Chester. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Swabs  are  examined  for  Diphtheria.  • - - - ‘ 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  Infectious  Disease. — Motor  Ambulances  attached  to  the 
Wrexham  Fever  Hospital. 

{h)  Non- Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.— Motor  Ambulances 
attached  to  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade — -Wrexham 
Branch. 

The  following  report  has  been  received  from  the  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  : — . . 

Number  of  cases  carried  . . . . . . 4,366 

No.  of  road  accidents  . . . . . . . . 80 

Total  number  of  cases  . . . . . . . . 4,446 

Total  Mileage  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  30,193 

Number  of  cases  where  first  aid  was  rendered  322 
Attendances  at  public  functions  . . . . v592 

Total  hours  of  duty  given  voluntarily  by  men . . 22,013 


RAINFALL  AND  METEROLOGY. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  E.  Ashmore  for  the  following- report  j I 
on  Rainfall  and  Meteorology  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  : — 

Temperature. 

Average  temperature  for  the  year  1947. . 48.7°  (normal). 

Coldest  month  — Feb.  Temperature  27.9°  (lowest  since  ~ '' 

1814). 

Warmest  month — August  ,,  64.7°  (highest  ever 

recorded).  ■ 

Coldest  day  — 29th  Jan.  ,,  24.1°  (highest  point)'.;  ‘ 

Warmest  day  — 16th  & - ' ' ; ■ 


17th  Aug. 
Coldest  night  —29th  Jan. 
Warmest  night  — 28th  July 


"84.0°  (highest  point)./ 
7.3°  (lowest  point).'  ' 
62.1°  (lov/est  point). 


Frost. 

Last  Spring  Ground  Frost  . . . . 13th  June. 

First  Autumn  Ground  Frost  . . . . 26th  September. 

No.  of  days  on  which  there  w^as  ground  frost  . . 142 


18, 


Snow. 

Snow  fell  68  days  (longest  period  recorded). 

General. 

Pressure  slightly  higher  than  normal ; wind — more  than 
average  from  East  and  North  East ; Sunshine — above  normal ; 
Humidity — normal. 


Rainfall  for  the  year 
Wettest  month — March 
Driest  month — August 
Wettest  Day — 18th  July 


RAINFALL. 

..  30.42"  below  normal). 
6.33"  (highest  recorded). 
0.29" 

2.37"  (wettest  day  since 
13th  July,  1934). 


No.  of  days  with  a rainfall  of  O.OD^ 

or  more  . . . . . . . . 188 

No.  of  days  with  a rainfall  of  0.04^^ 
or  more  . . . . . . . . 129 

Longest  period  of  rain  in  any  one  day  21.2  hours  (30th  March). 
Partial  drought  . . . . . . Once  (47  days). 

Absolute  drought  . . . . . . Once  (32  days). 

Dry  spell  . . . . . . . . Twice. 

Rain  spell  . . . . . . . . Once. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  Borough  of  Wrexham  is  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company  who  obtain 
their  supplies  from  the  mountain  moorland  above  Ty  Mawr  on  the 
Minera  mountain  and  also  a supply  of  hard  water  from  under- 
ground sources  at  Minera.  Both  supplies  of  water  intermix  at 
the  Legacy  filters  where  the  water  undergoes  mechanical  filtration 
and  chlorination. 

During  the  year,  38  samples  of  water  were  taken.  Thirty 
were  classified  as  Class  I and  of  these  21  were  very  satisfactory 
and  9 highly  satisfactory.  One  was  Class  II — satisfactory,  three 
were  suspicious  and  4 were  unsatisfactory. 

These  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  different  localities 
in  the  Borough,  and  any  unsatisfactory  sample  was  at  once  taken 
up  with  the  Company  and  the  necessary  investigations  were  carried 
out  by  our  officials  in  conjunction  with  the  officials  of  the  Water 
Company. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Fifteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  swimming 
baths  during  the  year  and  of  these  only  one  was  returned  showing 
evidence  of  excretal  pollution,  the  other  14  being  satisfactory  and 
most  of  them  very  satisfactory.  This  should  allay  the  minds  of 
the  public  in  reference  to  the  purity  of  the  water  supply  in  the 
swimming  baths. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES. 

A large  amount  of  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector’s Department  in  reference  to  the  purity  of  the  milk  supply 
and  the  reports  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  are  always 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  meetings  of  the  Health  Committee. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  — STAFF. 

During  the  year,  Nurse  Moore,  Health  Visitor,  retired  on 
superannuation  and  she  was  succeeded  by  Nurse  E.  Griffiths. 
This  is  the  only  change  which  took  place  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment Staff  during  the  year. 
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ANNUAL  report' 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947.  ’ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Second  Annual  Report  dealing 
with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department. 

The  report  is  mainly  in  tabulated  form,  and  it  will  be  noted 
from  the  figures  given  that  the  work  of  the  Department  has 
increased  considerably.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  for 
the  first  time  since  1939  there  has  been  a full  complement  of 
Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Borough. 

There  has  been  no  particular  emphasis  on  any  special  branch 
of  work,  but  all  the  varied  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspection 
Department  have  been  covered  with  very  satisfactory  results.  A 
greatly  increased  number  of  Sanitary  Notices  have  been  served, 
but  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 
The  relations  between  Estate  Agents,  Property  Owners,  Food 
Traders,  etc.,  and  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  have  been 
very  cordial,  and  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  their 
co-operation. 

Staff  changes  during  the  year  included  the  appointment  of  a 
full-time  Rodent  Operative  following  the  death  of  Mr.  Albert 
Edwards,  Rodent  Officer.  Mr.  Geoffrey  Pritchard  resumed  his 
articled  pupilship  on  demobilisation  from  H.M.  Forces,  and  was 
up-graded  to  the  position  of  Improver/Sanitary  Inspector. 

Onge  again,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members,  I would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  interest  and  co- 
operation throughout  the  year.  I would  also  pay  tribute  to  the 
work  done  by  the  Staff  of  my  Department,  and  in  conclusion,  I 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  given  to  me  by  Dr.  T.  P.  Edwards, 
and  other  Officials  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

' ■ Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  McCartney, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

General  Summary. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . 13,068 

Total  No.  of  Complaints  received  ..  ..  ..  1,031 

Total  No.  of  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . 845 

Total  No.  of  Interviews  with  owners  etc.  ..  . . - 382 

Bakehouses. 

Number  in  District  (a)  Factories  (Mech.)  . . . . 24 

(b)  „ (Non-Mech.)  . . 6 

Number  of  underground  bakehouses  in  District  . . — 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ..  ..  ..  151 

Number  of  Contraventions  found  . . . . . . 9 

Number  of  Contraventions  remedied  . . . . 9 

Number  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  — 

Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . 167 

.Number  of  Council  Houses  : — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  . . . . . . . . 12 

(ii)  Disinfested  by  this  Department..  ..  ..  12 

Number  of  Other  Houses  ; — 

(i)  Found  to  be  infested  . . . . . . . . 21 

(ii)  Disinfested  by  this  Department  ..  ..  ..  21 

Cinemas  and  Places  of  Entertainment. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . 6 

No.  of  Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with  . . . . . . 1 

Closets, 

No.  of  water  closet  compartments  cleansed  and  lime- 

washed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  water  closets  repaired  or  reconstructed  . . 39 

No  of  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 26 

No.  of  new  water  closet  pans  or  pedestals  provided  . . 34 

No.  provided  with  supply  of  water  . . . . • . . 20 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

No.  registered  at  December  3Tst,  1947  ..  ..  3 

No.  of  Inspections  made — (Day)  ..  ..  ..  '40 

„ (Night)  ..  19 

No.  of  contraventions  found  . . . . . . . 7 

No.  of  contraventions  remedied  ..  ..  ..  7 

No.  of  contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ' • — 

During  the  year,  late  night  inspections  of  the  Common 
Lodging  Houses  have  been  considerably  increased  with  a conse- 
quent improvement  in  the  management  of  the  houses. 

Efforts  were  made  through  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  obtain 
issues  of  new  bed  linen  to  two  of  the  houses  without  success. 
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Cowsheds. 

No.  of  premises  registered 
No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  district 
No.  of  Inspections  made. . 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  . . 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied 
No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding 


Dairies. 

No.  of  persons  registered 

22 

No.  of  premises  registered 

22 

No.  of  Inspections  made 

282 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  . . 

1 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied 

1 

No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  the  end  of  year 

— 

Drains. 

Drains  constructed  or  re-constructed 

14 

Tests  to  new  drains 

. . 

2 

Tests  to  existing  drains 

. . 

7 

Repaired  or  cleansed  . . 

. . 

25 

New  Inspection  Chambers 

. . 

2 

Sink  Waste  Pipes — repaired  or  renewed 

. . 

2 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

2 

-actories  (excluding  Bakehouses). 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Mech.) . . 

87 

No.  of  Factories  in  District  (Non.  Mech.)  . . 

62 

No.  of  Inspections  made.. 

552 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  . . 

15 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied 

15 

No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

No.  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  in  District.. 

13 

No.  of  Inspections  made 

130 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  . . 

1 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied 

1 

No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year 

— 

Food  Premises. 

No.  of  visits  to  Food  Preparation  Premises 

, , 

714 

No.  of  visits  to  Provision  Shops 

. . 

64 

No.  of  visits  to  Fish  Shops  . . 

. . 

30 

No.  of  visits  to  other  Food  Shops  .-. 

. . 

221 

at  end  of  year 


19 

249 

127 


I am  glad  to  report  that  the  general  public  are  becomintr  more 
conscious  of  the  importance  of  food  hygiene,  and  a e:reat  deal  of 
attention  has  been  given  to  this  subject  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  course  of  the  year.  The  increase  in  communal  feeding, 
and  the  increasing  tendency  to  eke  out  limited  rations,  broadens 
the  risk  of  food  infections,  and  for  this  reason,  such  important 
work  must,  of  necessity,  remain  in  the  forefront  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  duties. 

The  food  trade  generally  are  only  too  anxious  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  local  authority. 


Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  Registered  Premises  . . . . . . . . 19 

No.  of  Manufacturers  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  Retailers  (other  than  Manufacturers)  ..  15 

No.  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . 185 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfections,  etc. 

No.  of  visits  made  . . . . . . . . . . (50 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  . . . . . . . . 120 

No.  of  infected  articles  treated  . . . . . . 94 

Licensed  Premises. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . 56 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . 6 

No.  Complied  with  . . . . . . . . . . 6 


Due  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Works,  the  trade, 
and  the  Health  Department,  satisfactory  progress  continues  to 
be  made  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  licensed 
premises  within  the  Borough. 

Offensive  Trades. 

No.  of  Businesses  in  District  . . . . . . 

No.  of  Inspections  made 
No.  of  Contraventions  found  . . 

No.  of  Contraventions  remedied 
No.  of  Contraventions  outstanding  at  end  of  year 

Rodent  COiitroL 

No.  of  premises  inspected 
No.  of  premises  found  infested 
No.  of  visits  made 

No.  of  rats  killed  in  private  premises 

No.  of  rats  killed  in  sewers  . . . . . . 


6 

19 


1,456 

125 

4,119 

2,890 

640 
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Removal  of  Household  Refuse. 

No.  of  New  Ashbins  provided  by  Informal  Action  . . 224 

,,  ,,  ,,  Statutory  action  ..  132 

Compared  to  1946,  six  times  as  many  new  dustbins  have  been 
provided  to  householders  during  the  year  following  Notices  by  my 
Department,  and  the  number  is  still  increasing.  It  is  not  only  an 
important  public  health  measure,  but  it  also  has  an  economic 
aspect,  as  far  too  much  time  is  wasted  by  Corporation  workmen 
having  to  deal  with  various  types  of  unsuitable  refuse  containers. 


Sanitary  Defects  Remedied. 

Dampness. 

No.  of  roofs  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 91 

No.  of  rainwater  gutters  and  down  spouts  repaired  51 
Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  relaid  . . . . . . 13 

Y ard  drainage  improved  . . . . . . . . 3 

Interior  Work. 

No.  of  rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed  . . . . 12 

No.  of  walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 113 

No.  of  ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . 30 

No.  of  floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

No.  of  chimney  stacks  repaired  or  rebuilt . . . . 4 

No.  of  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 30 

No.  of  washing  boilers  repaired  or  renewed  . . 8 

Dampness  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Lighting  improved  . . . . . . . . . • 1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . . . . . . 4 

No.  of  doors  and  windows  repaired  or  renewed  . . 76 

No.  of  staircases  repaired  . . . . . . . . 3 

Ventilation  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Sufficient  water  supply  provided  ..  . .'  ..  H 

Smoke  Observations. 

No.  of  observations  made  . . . . . . . . 83 

No.  of  visits  made  . . . . . . . . • . 59 


The  number  of  smoke  observations  taken  during  the  year  has 
increased  considerabl,y  and  in  consequence  of  this,  a larger 
number  of  visits  have  been  made  to  boiler  plant. 

Difficulties  with  regard  to  fuel  and  the  replacement  of  plant 
are  still  with  us,  but  lack  of  discipline  of  boiler-house  personnel  is 
still  one  of  the  main  factors  causing  undue  smoke  emission. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

No.  of  Swimming  Baths  in  the  District  . . . . 1 

No.  of  samples  of  water  taken  ..  ..  ..  17 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  ..  ..  ..  ••  15 
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Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

No.  of  Inspections  made  . . . . . . . . v327 

No.  of  Contraventions  found  . . . . . . . . — 

Far  too  much  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  has  been  taken 
up  during  the  year  with  the  control  of  moveable  dwellings,  but  I 
am  pleased  to  record  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
apparent  that  no  such  dwellings  would  be  stationed  within 
the  Borough. 

Three  sites  had  been  previously  licensed  but  the  indications 
were  that  no  licences  would  be  required  for  the  year  1948. 

Water  Supply. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  . . . . . . 38 

No.  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  . . . . 6 

Thirty-eight  samples  of  domestic  water  were  taken  through- 
out the  Borough  during  the  year  and  6 of  these  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  A close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the 
Wrexham  & East  Denbighshire  Water  Co,,  and  all  the  unsatis- 
factory samples  have  been  followed  up  with  satisfactory  results. 

HOUSING. 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  year  without  Service  of  Formal 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  Informal  Action  by  the  Local 
x\uthority  or  their  Officers 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

{A)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  x\cts, 

Section  93. 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  x\bate- 

ment  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 32 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . ....  31 

(b)  By  Local  x\uthority  in  default  of  Owners  . . — 

Section  45. 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defective  water 
closets  to  be  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  where  defective  water 

closets  were  repaired  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . — 


Notices. 

669 
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Section  138  and  Water  Act,  1945,  Section  30. 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requesting  owner  to 
provide  water  supply  in  pipes 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  water  supply 
was  provided  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(l>)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
THE  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1 ) No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs . . 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders 

(3)  No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 

sequence of  undertaking  given  by  owner  . . 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 

taking from  owners  accepted,  not  to  re-let 
house  for  human  habitation  . . 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit 
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(E)  Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding. 

(1)  (a)  No.  ot  Dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . Not 

(b)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . . . known 

(c)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(2)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

(3)  (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . — 

(b)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . — 

(4)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding . . . . . . . . . . — 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Bacteriological  Sampling  of  Milk. 

No.  of  Samples  taken  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  171 


1.  School  Milks.  (Pasteurised). 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . 27 

Total  number  of  samples  satisfactory . . ..  ..  27 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  Phos- 
phatase Test..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  27 

Number  found  satisfactory  . . . . . . . . 27 


(Accredited  Milk). 

Six  samples  of  Accredited  Milk  were  taken  and  4 were 
satisfactory. 

2.  Designated  Milks  other  than  School  Milks. 

(Pasteurised  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . 59  No.  satisfactory  . .58 

(Fifty-nine  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Phosphatase  Test  and  57  were  satisfactory). 

(Tuberculin  Tested). 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . 41  No.  satisfactory  22 

(Tuberculin  Tested /Pasteurised). 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . 19  No.  Satisfactory  19 

(Nineteen  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested/ Pasteurised  Milk  were 
submitted  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  and  gave  satisfactory 
results.) 


(Accredited  Milk). 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . 16  No.  satisfactory-^  . . 9 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  every  sample  of  Pasteurised 
school  milk  taken  during  1947  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Most  of  the  unsatisfactory  designated  milks  originated  from  out- 
side the  Borough  and  in  all  cases  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
appropriate  authority  for  necessary  action. 

3.  Raw  Milks. 

No.  of  samples  taken . . 3 No.  satisfactory  ..  2 

4.  Rinses  of  Bottles,  Dairy  utensils,  etc. 

No.  of  Rinses  taken  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

No.  satisfactory  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Ice  Cream  Samples. 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . ’39  No.  Satisfactory  . . 23 

A lot  of  pioneer  work  with  regard  to  ice-cream  has  been  carried 
out  following  the  Ice  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  of  May, 
1947. 

The  ice-cream  trade  are  fully  alive  to  their  new  responsibili- 
ties and  a great  improvement  in  the  hygiene  of  ice-cream  premises 
was  evident  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Much  more  work 
remains  to  be  done,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  street  vendors 
of  ice-cream  who  arrive  in  the  Borough  from  outside  the  district. 


MEAT.  MUNICIPAL  ABATTOIR. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  that,  although  there  was  a consider- 
able- decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the 
Municipal  Abattoir,  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  was  up  by 
nearly  10  tons.  This  is  an  indication  that  it  is  the  quality  of  the 
animals  slaughtered,  as  well  as  the  quantity,  which  necessitates 
the  careful  attention  of  the  Meat  Inspector  at  all  times. 


CATTLE 

SHEEP 

excluding 

cows 

AND 

PIGS 

CALVES 

Cows. 

LAMBS 

No.  Slaughtered 

2,592 

2,529 

24,062 

3,738 

9,988 

No.  Inspected 

2,592 

2,529 

24,062 

3,738 

9,988 

Disease  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

82 

43 

3 

88 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . 
Percentage  of  No.  inspected 

680 

1,211 

2,040 

64 

25 

affected  with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

26.54% 

51.13% 

8.66% 

1.79% 

1.13% 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

8 

105 

— 

14 

2 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . 
Percentage  of  No.  inspected 

270 

867 

— 

223 

2 

affected  with  Tuberculosis 

10.72% 

38.43% 

— 

6.34% 

.04% 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  ; llltons, 
1 cwt.,  1 qr.  26  lbs. 


IMPORTED  MEAT  DISTRIBUTED  AT  THE 
MUNICIPAL  ABATTOIR  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Mutton  Carcases.  Beef  Quarters.  Other  Meat  and  Offal 
47,045  13,168  1, 193, 458 J lbs. 
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OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Tinned  Foods 

43,332| 

Butter,  Margarine, 

Sugar 

44 

etc. 

56 

Dried  Fruit . . 

914f 

Beverages 

331 

Dried  Milk  . . 

159f 

Bread 

420 

Confectionery 

1,1961 

Cheese  and  Cheese 

Tea 

1221 

Cuttings  . . 

275 

Meat  Pies  . . 

10 

Sausage 

68 

Bacon 

2981 

Tomatoes 

70 

Hams 

631 

Mixed  Pickle 

98f 

Dried  Egg  . . 

10 

Fish 

2,439 

Custard  Powder 

32 

Semolina 

1,748 

Fish  Cakes  . . 

177f 

Vegetables  . . 

55 

Flour 

3,669 

Brawn,  etc.  . . 

211 

Cereals 

221 

Fruit  . . 

1,0531 

Dried  Peas,  Beans, 

Rolled  Oats 

112 

etc. 

749 

Malt 

34 

Cake  and  Pudding 

Curry  Powder 

87 

Mixture 

1301 

Macaroni 

3 

Bi-Carbonate  Soda. . 

28 

Miscellaneous 

2741 

Preserves 

5861 

Due  to  the  location  within  the  Borough  of  two  large 

whole- 

sale  distributing  food  centres,  the  amount  of  tinned  and  other 
foods  inspected  during  the  year  was  very  considerable.  On  at 
least  two  occasions  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  very  large 
consignments  of  tinned  food  and  this  accounts  for  the  large 
increase  in  the  amount  of  food  condemned.  A very  large  pro- 
portion of  this  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding 
purposes. 

INSPECTION  OF  SHOPS  UNDER  SHOPS  ACT 
1 934  (Sec.  10)  AND  FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

(Sec.  13). 

Notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Notices  complied  with  . . . . . . . . 7 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

A total  of  54  Formal  Samples  and  24  Informal  Samples  were 
taken  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  during  the  year. 

The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows  ; — 
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Formal. 

Informal. 

Milk 

..  54  Milk 

..  6 

Sauce 

..  3 

Potted  Shrimps 

..  1 

Prescriptions 

..  3 

Fish  Paste  . . 

..  1 

Gravy  Browning  . . 

. . 2 

Meat  Paste. . 

. . 1 

Almond  Flavouring 

..  2 

Ginger 

..  5 

Five  Formal  and  3 Informal  milk  samples  were  reported  as 
“ Not  Genuine.”  Four  of  these  samples  were  found  to  contain 
added  water  and  after  very  careful  consideration  by  the  Health 
Committee,  the  two  vendors  concerned  were  warned  by  the 
Town  Clerk. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  D.  Wynne  Griffiths,  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  for  the  following  information  of  the 
operation  of  the  Act  within  the  Borough  by  the  County 
Authorities. 


Article. 

No.  Taken. 

Genuine. ' 

Milk  . . 

40 

31 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

Jam 

3 

3 

Cheese  . . 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream 

4 

4 

Sausages 

1 

1 

Beer 

1 

1 

Butter  . . 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

■ 1‘ 

British  Sherry 

1 

T 

British  Wine 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream 

1 

1 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-Standard. 

9 


56 


47 


The  nine  samples  of  milk  shown  in  the  above  Table  as  ” Not 
Genuine”  is  comprised  of  samples  involving  only  small  deficiencies 
in  Fat,  or  Solids-not-fat.  In  no  instance  was  any  trace  of  added 
water  detected. 

All  other  samples  were  genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited 
preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 
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ABATTOI R FI  NANCE. 

ABATTOIR  TRADING  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1947. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Wages  . . 

599 

5 

1 

Superannuation  Contri- 

butions 

13 

8 

2 

Water  . . 

126 

14 

5 

Rates,  Taxes,  Tithe  and 

Insurance 

364 

1 

11 

General  Repairs  and 

Sundries 

150 

18 

11 

Haulage . . 

252 

10 

0 

Lighting  and  Fuel 

425 

17 

4 

Salaries  Account 

493 

0 

1 

Printing,  etc.  . . 

0 

11 

4 

Machinery  & Equipment 

46 

5 

11 

Painting 

359 

14 

9 

Loan  Charges  : — 

Interest  ^379  2 3 

Sinking 

Fund..  £421  0 0 

800  2 3 

£3,632  10  2 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Rent  of  Offices . . 

..  106 

5 

0 

Rent  of  Piggeries 

. . 50 

0 

0 

Tolls  . . 

. . 2,522 

15 

5 

Grazing  Charges 

22 

11 

3 

Washing  Vans. . 

. . 20 

18 

0 

Sale  of  Manure. . 

. . 48 

15 

0 

Sundries  . . 

3 

1 

0 

2,774 

5 

8 

Deficit  . . 

. . 858 

4 

6 

£3,632  10  2 
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